Saturday 29th March 2014 was a lovely sunny day and as the car needed a run out to clear the diesel particle filter? I found myself heading south along the M42 and A41 to our spiritual home, for the RAF Halton Apprentices Association AGM. Sadly partners are not allowed in the AGM so it was “Planet Rock” which kept me company on the way down.

Last November the gardeners from the NMA were offered an invite to attend the Remembrance Parade and Church service followed by drinks and nibbles in the Officers Mess. This was a first for me having never got there during our tour of duty.

Nothing as grand this time as it was drinks and buffet in the Sergeants Mess prior to the AGM in Kermode Hall. Handy I suppose as it was only a short walk between the two. I fear looking around the room of some 95 attendees, apart from the current Station Commander, Group Captain Simon Harper, and a couple of waitresses I was the youngest present. The oldest entry present was the 38th.
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The Golden Oldies performing outside Kermode Hall before the AGM
The Golden Oldies assembled outside the entrance and played a couple of tunes prior to the proceedings. I remembered nothing of the layout within Kermode Hall apart from the lecture theatre where the meeting was held. The seats seemed far more comfortable, blue padded cinema style seats.
The meeting started with the election of Duncan Grant as the new Chairman as Geoff Burton who stood in after the untimely passing of Ian Sloss the chairman designate. Geoff although temporary has completed the 3 years term of the chair. With Duncan in the chair the meeting started with the Apprentice Prayer followed by a minute’s silence before entering into the Agenda. 
Having been a member of the Association for 5 years and seen names of office bearers on the back of the Haltonian magazine it was good to be able to put faces to those names who spend a great deal of their own time supporting the Association 
Briefly membership is about 3200 of which 58% are life members, 104 new members joined in 2013 and the Association remains strong, but how about a few more joining from 223? Finances are in good health too. There were short updates regarding the Haltonian magazine now on its 5th edition in the new format. The Trenchard Museum has had over 9000 visitors in the last year ranging from ATC, recruits and their families, school children and of course Haltonians.  The James McCudden history of flight museum in what use to be the mess on 1 wing opposite Anson Flight is due to be officially opened on 26th June 2014. 
Ron Priest gave a short update on Halton Grove, we have a number of school children attend throughout the year and the circular path seems ideal for teachers and students alike to assemble and to give their own remembrance service. A new path at the rear of the Grove and two openings either side allow visitors to wander through the gardens. (The new season for the gardeners started in March with a spring clean) Ron introduced me to the assembled and I received a round of applause on behalf of our gardeners.
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The stained glass window at St Georges with 223 looking good can you see it?
A new award is in progress based on the Memorial and is to be presented by the RAFHAA for best apprentice at No1 S of TT now at RAF Cosford of course. 

Group Captain Harper as President spoke of the present with RAF Halton supplying manpower, trainees, to the areas of flooding including the Somerset Levels to fill sand bags, and the legacy of RAF Halton that needs to be preserved workshops, the trenches, barrack blocks and something else because there were definitely 4 things, St Georges church!! 

Perhaps we can await the minutes? After the meeting I managed to get a £200 cheque from the treasurer towards the running of the Grove, and then retired to St Georges for coffee and cake, before the drive home listening to the football commentary. Almost a good day if West Bromwich Albion had not let Cardiff equalise in the 95th minute!! It’s a good job Bob is a Swansea supporter
The next function is the presenting of the new Queens Colour to 1 S of TT at RAF Cosford on the 12th May 2014. Hope to be there and a report to follow.
