Monday 12th May 2014 dawned with overcast skies which darkened as I drove the short distance from home to RAF Cosford along the M6 and M54. This changed as the in car entertainment (ICE) or radio to you and me, bellowed out B.J.Thomas “Rain Drops Keep Falling on my Head” as I joined the M54. That is when the persistent rain which continued throughout the day started.

The purpose of the visit to Cosford you ask? It was the presentation of a new Queen’s Colour to 1 S of TT by the Princess Royal. Armed with the official invite and photo ID entry to the base was a breeze but not as easy as finding the car park! I eventually found it and was marshalled into the parking area adjacent to the parade square or more commonly these days the station car park. The radio was playing Creedence Clearwater Revival “Who Will Stop the Rain” as I turned off the car’s engine.
I met up with some of the gardeners and golfers who were part of the 150 I’m told fellow Haltonians in the “Acorn Club” (NAAFI). Here coffee and sticky cakes were available in abundance and consumed prior to the parade starting.
At the set time we were ushered to the grandstands and duly took our seats sheltered from the, yes, rain. The Princess Royal arrived and Rihannas “Umbrella” seemed appropriate as She held a rather plain black umbrella tightly throughout. The proceedings began with the Colours’ 2 escort flights and 4 supporting flights marching on the square. The parade was duly inspected by the umbrella holding Royal. The old Colour was marched off slow time to “Auld Lang Syne” the new Colour was unveiled and the Consecration and Dedication given. The Princess Royal then addressed the parade mentioning that no one present would remember her Mother presenting the original Colour in 1952. There was a little barracking from the amassed behind Her, before She continued and mentioned the Haltonians.
The band played incidental music throughout but Ann Peebles “I Can’t Stand the Rain” was not included. The new Queen’s colour was marched on before an advance in review order. Then finally the march past signalled the end of the official bit. 
While the VIPs left for the Officers Mess the rest returned to the Acorn Club where hors d'oeurves where served including quail eggs in black pudding coated in bread crumbs or Scotch egg! Mascarpone cheese in pockets of pastry, stuffed peppers, mozzarella and cherry tomatoes on skewers, not the usual fayre. The fruit was served in similar fashion by the waitresses. All washed down with coffee tea or items from the bar. I found out later this was the same as the Officer’s Mess.
After lunch we were taken on a tour of the training facilities, starting with what I used to know as battle damage repairs but now called expedient repairs. Walking through a door we were confronted by rows and rows of benches on which were neatly set out numerous vices and toolkits where the “test pieces” are born. Then it was the MTS I think Mechanical Training Squadron sorry wasn’t listening again. This was a hangar on site full of a variety of aircraft Jaguars, Jet Provosts, Sea Kings and apparatus that took the shape of an aircraft, had all the systems which could be programmed with faults for the students to solve. A lot more hands on than I remember. In the hydraulic bay they have to make up set systems and can see them working, so much better than a text book drawing.

The day finished with a display by 14 PTIs who pass out next week they performed their end of course display which will be shown to the Chief of Air Staff, a real privilege. 
Back to the car and the ICE remember? To The Carpenters “Rainy Days and Mondays” how apt. The biscuit was when K.C. and the Sunshine Band came on. I suffered in silence after that.
A most enjoyable day for those who kept dry and probably for the sodden ACs and SACs who took part in the parade, what a sense of achievement. A huge thank you to all staff at RAF Cosford from the Station Commander down to the girls who served the wonderful food prepared on camp that morning and of cause to the Haltonians who attended in force and those in the office who made it all possible.

I have sent some photos and the programme to Bob so enjoy and remember these sort of events are open to all members of the Haltonians, all you have to do is join.

Cheers 

Dave
